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Shabbos Schedule 
Parshas Yisro 

Erev Shabbos – Jan. 25, 2019 

Candle Lighting ...................... 4:47 pm 

Mincha .................................. 4:50 pm 
 

Shabbos – Jan. 26, 2019 

Shacharis ............................. 9:30 am* 

Torah Reading ..................... 10:35 am 

Rabbi Neubort’s Drasha ....... 11:10 am 

Kiddush ............................... 12:10 pm  

Gemara (2-31 Summit) ...... Postponed 

Mincha .................................. 4:50 pm 

Rabbi’s Drasha ....................... 5:10 pm 

Shabbos Ends ........................ 5:49 pm 

*Latest morning Shema is now 9:38 AM. Be sure to 

recite the Shema at or before that time (even if at 

home).     

 

Weekday Schedule  

Minyan 

Shacharis ............................... 6:15 am 

Mincha .................................. 1:45 pm 

Maariv ................................... 9:15 pm 

Classes 

Chassidus, Mon-Fri ................ 5:55 am 

Halachah, Mon-Fri ................. 1:40 pm 

Torah Studies ........... Mon. 7-8:00 pm 

Tuesday Talmud .......... 9:30-10:00 pm 

Wednesday Mishna ..…. 8:30-9:15 pm 

 

 

 
 
 

Parshah Yisro in a Nutshell 

(Exodus 18:1-20:23) 
 

Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, hears 
of the great miracles which G‑d 
performed for the people of Israel, 
and comes from Midian to the 
Israelite camp, bringing with him 
Moses’ wife and two sons. Jethro 
advises Moses to appoint a hierarchy 
of magistrates and judges to assist 
him in the task of governing and 
administering justice to the people. 
 
The children of Israel camp opposite 
Mount Sinai, where they are told 
that G‑d has chosen them to be His 
“kingdom of priests” and “holy 
nation.” The people respond by 
proclaiming, “All that G‑d has 
spoken, we shall do.” 
 
On the sixth day of the third month 
(Sivan), seven weeks after the 
Exodus, the entire nation of Israel 
assembles at the foot of Mount 
Sinai. G‑d descends on the mountain 
amidst thunder, lightning, billows of 
smoke and the blast of the shofar, 
and summons Moses to ascend. 
 
G‑d proclaims the Ten Command-
ments, commanding the people of 
Israel to believe in G‑d, not to 
worship idols or take G‑d’s name in 
vain, to keep the Shabbat, honor 
their parents, not to murder, not to 
commit adultery, not to steal, and 
not to bear false witness or covet 
another’s property. The people cry 
out to Moses that the revelation is 
too intense for them to bear, 
begging him to receive the Torah 
from G‑d and convey it to 
them.  ❖ 

Thank You to: 
Yossi Lebovic 

for reading the Torah 
 and to our  

Kiddush Volunteers 

Anshei Lubavitch • 10-10 Plaza Rd. Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 • 201.794.3770 • Rabbi@FlChabad.com • RabbiBergstein@FlChabad.com • RabbiEli@FlChabad.com 

Anshei Lubavitch Congregation 

Rabbi Levi and Leah Neubort 

Adult education: 
Rabbi Avrohom and Rivky Bergstein 

Youth Outreach: 
Rabbi Eli and Ruty Steinhauser 

Kiddush 
This week's kiddush  

is sponsored 
anonymously, 

wishing blessing, success 
and health to our 

wonderful Rabbis and 
Rebbetzins and their 

families.   

Halachic Zmanim 
Shabbos, January 26 

Eastern Standard Time 

Earliest Tallis ................... 6:13 AM 
Latest Morning Shema .... 9:38 AM 
Earliest Mincha (Gedola) 12:35 PM  
Plag Hamincha .................4:08 PM 
Earliest Evening Shema ....5:36 PM 

Join us Shabbos morning 
for the reading of the 

“Aseres Ha’Dibros 
(10 Commandments) 

at about 10:30 am. 
Everyone should attend, 

including children, 
grandparents, etc. 

Services begin at 9:30 am. 

This week's bulletin  

is sponsored by 

Rabbi Martin 

Rosenfeld 
Attorney, 

Divorce Mediator 

34-00 Linwood Ave 

Fair Lawn, NJ 

(201) 256-4113 

www.NJmediation.com 
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Chassidic Masters 
 

“Jethro’s Plan” 
 

Based on the teachings of  

the Lubavitcher Rebbe 

Courtesy of MeaningfulLife.com 

  
Why was he called Yitro (“his 
addition”)? Because he added a 
chapter to the Torah—[the chapter] 
“And you should see [to choose] 
from the people . . .” 
 -- Shemot Rabbah 27:7 
 
If you see more deeply into me than 
I am capable of seeing into myself, 
which is the real me? The deeper 
and truer me that you see, or my 
me? This was the essence of a 
debate between Moses and the 
people of Israel at the foot of 
Mount Sinai, and between Moses 
and his father-in-law, Jethro, in the 
aftermath of the revelation. 
 
The Torah was communicated to us 
through Moses; indeed, the 
prophet (Malachi 3:22) goes so far 
as to refer to the word of G‑d as 
Moses’ Torah. On several occasions, 
however, other individuals are 
given credit for the revelation of a 
particular section. 
 
Thus we are told that the section 
dealing with laws of the Second 
Passover (Numbers 9:6–14), which 
came as G‑d’s response to a group 
of Jews who were ritually impure 
yet refused to reconcile themselves 
to the fact that they could not 
participate in the Passover offering, 
ought to have been related by 
Moses, like the rest of the Torah, 
but that these people merited that 
it be revealed by their initiative. The 

same is said regarding the laws of 
inheritance (Numbers 27:6–11), 
whose revelation was prompted by 
the daughters of Tzelafchad, the 
penalty for desecrating Shabbat 
(Numbers 15:35–36) prompted by 
the wood-gatherer, etc. 
 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, is 
also credited with a section of 
Torah. Indeed, his name (Yitro in 
the Hebrew, meaning “his 
addition”) was given him because 
he added a chapter to the Torah. 
 
In this, the case of Jethro is unique. 
In all other instances, nothing was 
added to the Torah—these were 
laws that would have been 
included in the Torah in any case, 
for without them the Torah is not 
complete; it was only that instead 
of being communicated directly to 
Moses as was the rest of the Torah, 
certain individuals had the merit to 
be involved in the process of their 
revelation. Only Jethro’s section is 
referred to as an “addition”—
something that would not have 
been part of the Torah were it not 
for his initiative. In other words, 
the Torah was complete without 
this section, and Jethro added 
something to it. 
 
What was Jethro’s addition? What 
did it contribute to our 
understanding of the divine 
wisdom? 
 
Delegated Authority 
When Jethro arrived in the Israelite 
camp, he was shocked to discover 
that Moses was serving as a one-
man educational and judicial 
system for a community of several 
million souls. “Why do you sit 

alone,” he asked his son-in-law, 
“and the entire people stand 
about you from morning till 
evening?” 
 
Moses replied: “The people come 
to me to seek G‑d. When they have 
a matter of dispute, they come to 
me, and I judge between a man 
and his fellow. I teach them the 
laws of G‑d and His instructions.” 
 
Said Jethro: “It is not good, this 
thing that you are doing. You will 
wither away, both you and this 
people who are with you . . . you 
cannot do this alone.” Jethro went 
on to suggest that Moses select 
from among the people able men, 
those that fear G‑d, men of truth, 
who abhor profit, and appoint 
them as arbiters and judges. 
 
According to Jethro’s plan, Moses 
would continue to teach the 
people “the laws and the 
instructions . . . the path they 
should follow, and the deeds they 
should do.” But the application of 
these laws to the daily life of the 
camp, the resolution of questions 
and the settlement of disputes, 
should be delegated to these men. 
“They shall judge the people at all 
times: the great matters they shall 
present to you, and the minor 
things they shall arbitrate 
themselves.” 
 
Moses accepted and implemented 
Jethro’s plan, appointing captains 
of thousands, captains of 
hundreds, captains of fifties and 
captains of tens.   
 

(continued on next page) 
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The people were themselves 
entrusted with the application of 
the divine law to their daily lives, 
while Moses confined his role to 
teaching them the laws and 
deciding the most difficult issues. 
 
A Reluctant Mouthpiece 
A similar thing occurred when the 
people of Israel assembled at the 
foot of Mount Sinai to receive the 
Torah from G‑d. 
 
The divine voice pronounced the 
first two of the Ten Commandments 
(“I am G‑d . . .” and “you shall have 
no other gods . . .”). But the people 
felt that they were incapable of 
receiving a direct communication 
from G‑d. “You approach,” they 
begged Moses, “and hear all that 
the L-rd our G‑d will say. You tell us 
all that the L-rd our G‑d will say to 
you, and we will listen and do.” 
 
Moses was deeply disappointed to 
hear this: it was his desire that the 
people should receive the entire 
Torah directly from the mouth of 
G‑d. But G‑d said to him: “I have 
heard the words that the people 
have spoken to you; they have 
spoken well . . .” Go say to them: 
Return to your tents. And you 
remain here with Me, and I shall 
relate to you the commandment, 
the statutes and the laws which you 
shall teach them . . .” (Deuteronomy 
5:20–28; Rashi to 5:24; cf. Exodus 
20:16) 
 
A simple reading of the exchange 
between G‑d and Moses may lead 
to the conclusion that Moses was 
overestimating his people, 
expecting from them something 

that was beyond their capacity. 

This, however, does not fit in with 
what we know about Moses’ 
leadership. Our sages describe 
Moses as a faithful shepherd, 
sensitive to the individual needs of 
every member of his flock. 
 

The chassidic masters therefore 
understand what happened at 
Sinai as far more complex than a 
simple overestimation on Moses’ 
part. On the contrary: Moses 
perceived their true and ultimate 
potential, and as a true leader, his 
deepest desire was to actualize it. 
In Moses’ eyes, the people of Israel 
were capable of assimilating the 
highest revelations; under his 
leadership, they could actually 
have achieved this. 
 

But the people did not want to 
relate to G‑d on this level. They 
wanted to receive the Torah with 
their own, self-actualized faculties, 
not with the sublime powers that 
Moses could summon forth from 
the depths of their souls. They 
wanted that their experience of 
Torah should be true to how they 
are to themselves, rather than how 
Moses sees them—even if what 
Moses saw in them was their 
“deeper” and “truer” self. 
 

G‑d agreed with the people. After 
having been exposed to the divine 
essence of Torah (as contained 
within the first two 
commandments), they would 
receive the Torah not as a supernal 
voice from heaven, but as ideas 
formulated in a human mind, as 
words articulated by a human 
mouth and put in writing by a 
human hand. They would receive 
the Torah via the mind, mouth and 

pen of Moses. 

The Outsider 
In light of this, we can understand 
the difference between Moses’ 
approach and that of Jethro, which 
is the same debate between 
Moses and the people of Israel at 
Mount Sinai—but on a different 
level. 
 
[There are different opinions 
among the sages and 
commentaries as to whether 
Jethro’s arrival at the Israelite 
camp was before or after the 
revelation at Sinai. However, the 
exchange between Moses and 
Jethro regarding the 
administration of Torah law in the 
Israelite camp appears to have 
taken place after Sinai—see 
Mechilta on Exodus 18:13; Rashi 
ad loc.; Talmud, Zevachim 116a 
and Pesachim 6b. See, however, 
Daat Zekeinim MiBaalei HaTosafot 
to Exodus 18:13.] 
 
The dialogue between Moses and 
the people at Mount Sinai 
centered on the question of how 
the people of Israel should receive 
the divine communication; in that 
debate, G‑d decided that they 
should receive it via a human 
teacher, Moses, rather than as a 
direct divine revelation. The issue 
between Moses and Jethro was: 
Having learned the divine laws 
from Moses, how were the people 
to implement them in their daily 
lives? How were these divine laws 
to be translated into guidance for 
raising a child, righting a troubled 
marriage, or resolving a dispute 
between neighbors?  
 

(continued on next page) 
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One might go to Moses. He received 
these laws from G‑d; his knowledge 
and understanding of them is 
absolute. His application of them is 
certain to be the clearest, most 
unequivocal rendition of the divine 
law. 
 

It is true that Moses is a million 
miles away from the petty 
neighbors’ dispute he is being 
troubled to resolve. But it is also 
true that the two litigants standing 
before him are certain to be 
elevated by the experience. In the 
presence of Moses, they too are 
capable of rising above the 
pettiness of their conflict. In the 
presence of Moses, they too are 
capable of relating to the pure 
principle being expounded, and of 
applying it to their relations back in 
their neighborhood. 
 

This was how it was done, until 
Jethro arrived in the Israelite camp. 
 

Jethro was an outsider—a convert 
to Judaism. According to some 
opinions, he was not even present 
at the revelation at Mount Sinai. 
Moses saw the people of Israel from 
the inside—in the light of their 
highest potentials, from the 
perspective of the inner core of 
their souls as they are one with his 
in the singular soul of Israel. Jethro 
saw them from the outside—their 
everyday selves, their petty cares 
and conflicts. He saw them as they 
are apart from Moses, while Moses 
saw them only as they are in the 
presence of Moses. 
 

So he suggested to Moses that the 
people of Israel learn to govern 
themselves, to arbitrate their 
disputes, to apply the laws of Torah 
to their lives. 

Moses was to remain the sole 
source of these laws, but their 
implementation was to be 
achieved by a multi-tiered body of 
magistrates and counselors at 
every level of the community 
(captains of tens, captains of 
hundreds, etc.). This way, the 
divine law would permeate their 
lives on every level, not only at the 
apogee of their being. 
 

This is what Jethro added to the 
Torah. Without his addition, the 
Torah was complete. Indeed, there 
was no real need for Jethro’s 
system—at least, not for as long a 
Moses lived in their midst—for 
Moses could always be counted on 
to raise the lives of his people to 
the level on which he expounded 
the word of G‑d. But their 
understanding and practice of 
Torah would have remained 
something that Moses had 
empowered them to attain, not 
something they had attained on 
their own. Jethro’s system made 
the Torah the personal 
achievement of every Jew. 
 

More significantly, Jethro’s 
initiative was accepted and 
implemented by Moses, and 
written into the Torah. Were it not 
for Jethro, the Torah would have 
remained Moses’ Torah—a guide 
to life for Moseses, and for Moses-
elevated Jews. After Moses’ 
passing, a system such as Jethro’s 
would have been established, to 
bring down Moses’ Torah to a 
lesser generation. But Jethro 
insisted that Moses delegate of his 
capacity to interpret the Torah to 
the sages of his generation, and by 
extension, to the sages of all 
generations. 
 

  ❖ 

Because it was Moses who 
established this system, it was 
incorporated as a section in 
Torah, making it an integral part 
of the divine communication to 
man. 
 
Therein lies the enormousness of 
Jethro’s contribution. Because he 
added this chapter into the 
Torah, the Jew who studies and 
lives Torah today is relating to 
the divine original rather than to 
a human interpretation. 
 
Thus the Talmud states: 
“Everything that a qualified 
student of Torah is destined to 
originate was already given to 
Moses at Sinai.” The Talmud 
refers to the student’s 
achievement as original (a 
chiddush), yet says that it was 
already given to Moses! In other 
words, for an interpretation to be 
an authentic part of Torah, it 
must derive from the authority  
of Moses. Yet Moses — having 
accepted Jethro’s approach —
transmitted the Torah to us in 
such a way that enables our 
understanding of it to be our own 
achievement, and at the same 
time, the unadulterated word of 
G‑d.    ❖ 

Sponsor a Kiddush  

or the Weekly Bulletin 
 

It’s a wonderful way to  

honor a loved one,  

remember a yahrzeit,  

or celebrate a special 

occasion. 

For more information, please 

contact the Rabbi. 
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From Our Sages 

Jethro took Tzipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her back (Exodus 18:2) 
 
When G‑d said to Moses in Midian, “Go, return to Egypt” (Exodus 4:19), “Moses took his wife and sons” (ibid., 
v. 20). When Aaron later met with him “at the mountain of G‑d” (v. 27), he said to him: “Who are these?” Said 

Moses: “This is my wife, whom I married in Midian, and these are my children.” “Where are you taking them?” 
asked Aaron. “To Egypt,” said Moses. Said Aaron to Moses: “We are grieving over the ones already in Egypt, 
and you propose to add to their number!” So Moses said to Tzipporah, “Return to your father’s house,” and 
she took her two sons and went away. 

          -- (Mechilta; Rashi) 

 
Now I know that G‑d is greater than all gods (Exodus 18:11) 
 
This tells us that he had full knowledge of every idol in the world, for he had worshipped them all. 
          -- (Mechilta; Rashi) 
 
The Torah could not be given to Israel until Jethro, the great and supreme priest of the all pagan world, and 
confessed his faith in the Holy One, saying, “Now I know that G‑d is greater than all the gods.” 

          -- (Zohar) 

 

They camped in the desert (19:2) 
 
In the ownerless wilderness was the Torah given to the people of Israel. For if it were given in the Land of Israel, 
the residents of the Land of Israel would say, “It is ours”; and if it were given in some other place, the residents 
of that place would say, “It is ours.” Therefore it was given in the wilderness, so that anyone who wishes to 
acquire it may acquire it. 

-- (Mechilta d’Rashbi) 
 
Why was the Torah given in the desert? To teach us that if a person does not surrender himself to it like the 
desert, he cannot merit the words of Torah. And to teach us that just as the desert is endless, so is the Torah 
without end. 

-- (Pesikta d’Rav Kahana)   
 

Haftorah in a Nutshell – Yisro 
Isaiah 6:1–13 

 

This week's haftorah discusses Isaiah’s vision of the Heavenly Chariot (the merkavah), a revelation 
that was experienced by all the Israelites when G‑d spoke the Ten Commandments on Mount 
Sinai—an event recounted in this week’s Torah reading. 
 
Isaiah perceives G‑d sitting on a throne surrounded by angels. Isaiah vividly describes the angels 
and their behavior (in anthropomorphic terms). During the course of this vision, Isaiah volunteers 
to be G‑d’s emissary to transmit His message to the Israelites. He is immediately given a depressing 
prophecy regarding the exile the nation will suffer as punishment for their many sins—and the Land 
of Israel will be left empty and desolate, though there will be left a “trunk” of the Jewish people 
that eventually will regrow. ❖ 
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MAKE THE SHABBOS MORNING MINYAN IN PATERSON 

January 26th Parshas “Yisro” 

February 9th Parshas “Trumah” 

February 23rd Parshas “Ki Sisa” 

March 16th Parshat Vayikrah (Shabbos Zachor) 

 

And … announcing ….     PURIM – MEGILLAS ESTHER !! 

March 20 Wednesday night Megillah reading  

(tentatively scheduled at 7:00 p.m.) 

March 21 Thursday morning Megillah reading  

(tentatively scheduled after 9am Shachris -- around 10a.m.) 

We have hats and costumes – or wear your own. 

 

Minyan @ Federation Apartments: 

510 East 27th Street/Corner of 12th 

benefits the senior citizens 

who speak English, Hebrew, and Russian. 

Visit: www.patersonshul.org 

or 

contact JerrySchranz@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

גוט שבת!      שבת שלום!  

 

 

  
Good Shabbos to all! 

    

*************  
One of the central 

principles of Judaism 

is: 

"All Israel is 

responsible for one 

another."   
 

The new  

Anshei Security Committee  

is asking for volunteers  

for Shabbat morning.   

 

Shifts are only 30 minutes.  

 

We can use any help you're 

willing to offer.  

Please contact  

Jordan Rockowitz  

at rockowitzj@gmail.com  

with questions or  

to volunteer your time. 

Bonei Olam Bergen County Event - A Taste of Hope.  
 

Motzei Shabbos February 23rd 8:30pm at Congregation Keter 
Torah. Come join us for a community wide Chopped** Competition 
with Naomi Nachman.   To sign up for a chance to compete, 
please go to:  bit.ly/boneiolamchopped     No RSVP required.  
To make a donation: 
https://www.boneiolam.org/donation?event=bergencounty18&aff=b
c18-email-121918 
 

**“Chopped” is a show on food network that has chefs competing in rounds 

to cook an appetizer, main and dessert in a short amount of time which are 
then judged on the best plate within each course.  

mailto:rockowitzj@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/boneiolamchopped
https://www.boneiolam.org/donation?event=bergencounty18&aff=bc18-email-121918
https://www.boneiolam.org/donation?event=bergencounty18&aff=bc18-email-121918
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5:55-6:10 AM 

Monday-Friday 

Currently learning 

THE FOUR WORLDS 
A letter by Rabbi Yosef 

Yitzchak Schneersohn of 

Lubavitch 

 

JOIN US LIVE ON FACEBOOK 
 
 

Monday, January 28, 2019 

MAKING TOUGH 

CHOICES 
Grabbing On to the Reins of Life 

 
Ever landed in a tough spot with difficult 
choices? Was there a pitiful situation 
that set you up for some pretty bad 
choices? A little-known law about a slave 
getting his ear pierced at the door of his 
master encourages us all to face the 
music and make the best choice we can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY EVENING TORAH STUDIES 
7:00-8:00 PM • Maariv at 9:15 

 

 

 

CHASSIDUS 

1:40-1:45 PM 

Monday-Thursday 

Currently learning 

HILCHOS TEFILLAH 

Laws of Prayer 

– 

9:25-9:30 PM 

Sunday-Thursday 

Currently learning  

HILCHOS KRIAS HA-

TORAH 

Laws of Reading the 

Torah  

SHULCHAN 

ARUCH 

MISHNA 

8:30-9:10 PM  

Wednesday 

Currently learning 

MISHNAYOS, 

tractate PESACHIM 

Chapter 3 

9:30-10:00 PM  

Tuesday 

Currently learning 

TALMUD, tractate 

SUKKAH p. 14a 

THIS WEEK: The Shiur 

will be on Sunday 

night (not Tuesday) 

 

 

TALMUD 

 ב"ה

mailto:RabbiBergstein@FLChabad.com

